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Mrs. Laetitia Rodd, aged 52, is the widow of an archdeacon who makes her living as a highly

discreet private investigator. Her brother, Frederick Tyson, is a criminal barrister living in nearby

Highgate with his wife and 10 children. Frederick finds the cases, and Laetitia solves them using her

arch intelligence and her immaculate cover as an unsuspecting widow. When a case arises

involving the son of the highly connected Sir James Calderstone, Laetitia sets off for Lincolnshire

undercover as the family's new governess - quickly making herself indispensable. But the seemingly

simple case - looking into young Charles Calderstone's inappropriate love interest - soon takes an

unpleasant turn. And as the family's secrets begin to unfold, Laetitia discovers the Calderstones

have more to hide than most.
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I so enjoyed this book, mainly because of the characters. The heroine is smart, sane and likeable.

Her friends and family are well presented, and the descriptions of England in the 1850s vivid without

becoming tedious. I am looking forward to a sequel!

A lot of charm in this Dickensian tribute with engaging characters and a solid plot. Too much

exposition on historical details (clearly the author had done her research) sometimes jolted me out

of the story. For me a slightly harder edit would have made it a four star read. Really enjoyed the

relationships between Laetetia, Mrs Briggs and Fred, that's where the story really shines.



I enjoyed reading this book. The characters seemed real and the author described things very well. I

dropped it down one star because when reading this on my Kindle paperwhite the "script" for letters,

notes and names of books or ships was too much smaller and lighter unless I went through the

steps to enlarge it. This book reminded me a lot of M. Louisa Locke's books with Annie Fuller which

I have all of this series and enjoyed a great deal. I recommend this book for reading enjoyment, but

be prepared to adjusting the font.

A very entertaining and enjoyable mystery. Looking forward to more in the series. A minister's

widow is the main character--I can't believe that it was good, but it was! Similar to a Miss Marple. I

will buy the next one as soon as it is published!

I was delighted with this author and her delightful characters! I loved that the main character was a

middle aged widow who got the goods to turn her brothers case around....but how? I do so hope

there are sequels in store for us all.... it was a delightfully written, lots of twists and turns you dont

see coming but ever so entertaining!

This story was a refreshing twist on the detective novel. It was as if we were set down in the middle

of her life and I went looking for other titles by this author, thinking that I had missed the previous

episodes. I liked the main character, her support group, and the way she handled her investigation

and the characters she ran into along the way.Everything I read in reviews (including the one in the

Wall Street Journal) enticed me into the book, and proved to be true about my experience reading

it.Looking forward to more by this author about this group of characters!

This author was a pleasant surprise and I hope she has more Laetitia Rodd stories in the works.

The heroine is intelligent, believable and personable. The writing is a breath of fresh air in a

category that is filled with female protagonists who make you want to slap them silly or pull your

hair. Thank you Ms Saunders.

I very much enjoyed this book. Good character development and a delightful sense of humor. I

especially enjoyed the way the author set us down in the middle of this woman's life, merely

mentioning from time to time previous events. I look forward to more from this author about this

delightful detective.
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